
 

The Honorable Phil Scott, Governor of Vermont                                                                                                                                         

109 State Street, Pavilion                  

Montpelier, Vermont 05609      March 14, 2022 

Dear Governor Scott, 

I am writing to you on behalf of the Middlebury Neighborhood Airport Association (MANA); a group of 

residents who live around Middlebury’s airport and care deeply about our neighborhood, our town, and 

our state.  

VTrans is in the process of updating the Middlebury Airport Master Plan. In a memo dated February 26, 

2022, Michele Boomhower, the Director of Policy, Planning & Intermodal Development for VTrans 

responded to our inquiry regarding why VTrans was not following FAA guidelines (FAA Master Plan 

circular 150/5070-6B pg. 18) for developing Airport Master Plans with regard to the establishment of a 

Citizen’s Advisory Committee (CAC) which would review the planning teams recommendations and 

provide comment. She wrote, “The Agency will have a public process to receive input to the draft plan, 

rather than utilizing a Citizen’s Advisory Committee.” 

 As Vermont citizens whose lives are impacted by the Middlebury Airport on a daily basis, we are not 

only interested in, but feel we deserve to play, a greater role in the establishment of the updated 

Airport Master Plan that will impact the quality of life in our neighborhood. We are therefore requesting 

that you order the establishment of a CAC for the Middlebury Airport master planning process.  

We envision that the CAC will serve as a sounding board and information exchange group for all 

stakeholders, review the planning team’s plans and proposals, interact with the planning team during 

the review, make consensus recommendations to the planning team, and give its recommendations on 

the finished plan to VTrans. We understand that the committee is advisory in nature and has no decision 

making power on its own, and that by establishing a CAC, VTrans is in no way delegating its authority or 

responsibilities to that committee.  

We request that the CAC be representative of all stakeholders, and while VTrans is already utilizing a 

Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) to evaluate the technical merit of the airport master plan, the CAC 

will weigh the plans and recommendation produced by the planning team against community goals, 

values, and needs. We also would like to see the CAC include representation of the businesses that exist 

at the airport, and the Town of Middlebury administration. If members of the administration and airport 

businesses are already represented on the TAC, we would request that members of MANA also be 

appointed to serve on the TAC. Two members of MANA have already expressed a willingness to 

volunteer to represent MANA and the residents of Middlebury who live in and around the Airport 

Zoning District; Eugene Roy and Andrew Sambrook. 

Rather than seeking input after a draft of the plan has been fully formed, MANA believes the Town of 

Middlebury and the State of Vermont is better served by fully engaging the public early on in the 



planning process.  This will allow future airport development to satisfy aviation demands, while fully 

considering possible environmental and socioeconomic costs associated with various development 

concepts, and the possible means of avoiding, minimizing, or mitigating impacts to sensitive resources at 

a level of detail appropriate for facilities planning.  

Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter.                                                                                               

Ross Conrad (on behalf of MANA) 

PO Box 443, Middlebury, Vermont 05753 
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